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Welcome to the 
Lake Champlain Islands & 

Shores of Lake Champlain...
Northern Lake Champlain and the Islands at its center offer something for everyone. The entire region is 

breathtaking. But there is plenty to do while enjoying the views, beginning with the outdoors.

Outdoor recreation abounds whether you prefer to walk a nature site, go for a swim, cycle your way around 
the islands, or head onto the lake for an afternoon of boating or fishing.

The region also boasts artists of all kinds, with outdoor concerts, theater productions, and opportunities to 
view, and purchase, the work of local artists and artisans. 

The Islands are a food lovers paradise, especially in the summer. The warmer months bring an abundance 
of locally grown produce with farm stands selling everything from asparagus to zucchini. There are pick-your-
own berry patches and orchards, as well as meat, poultry and eggs, all locally raised. 

The bounty of the Islands also fills the tables at our top-notch restaurants and cafes.

For the history lover, there are a number of unique places to visit from Fort Saint Anne to the Hyde Log Cabin.

While this guide will lead you to some of the region’s highlights, we encourage you to go on your own Is-
lands’ adventure, and to share that adventure with us using #TheIslander and #ShoresOfChamplain.

Don’t forget to tell a friend about your adventures and return next year for more.
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Stay Up-To-Date During Your Visit
The Islander is the local, weekly newspaper for the Champlain Islands, 

as well as neighboring communities in Vermont and New York. Arriving 
in stores and over 100 locations every Wednesday, the Islander is your 
guide to local news, events and activities. Be sure to pick up a copy for 
the latest announcements.

This guide features the events which were announced at the time of 
publication, but with places still reopening many events were still in the 
planning stages at press time. 

Visit www.theislandernewspaper.com for a full guide to events on the 
Islands and surrounding communities.

The website accompanying this guide, www.theislandsguide.com, will 
also lead you to more places to explore, play or simply relax.
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Explore the Natural World
The Lake Champlain Islands and neighboring communities offer almost 

endless opportunities to explore the world around us or simply get outside. 
Multiple types of habitat can be found on the Islands, from forests to marshes 
to Lake Champlain itself. Each is home to a wide variety of plants and animals.

Many of the nature preserves have walking trails, so pull on your sneakers 
and take a walk on the wild side.

Nature preserves and walking trails

The Fossil Preserves of Isle La Motte 

Formed nearly 13,000 years ago when what is now North America was 
south of the equator where Zimbabwe is today, these fossil preserves offer 
a look into what that world was like. Fossils abound in the Isle La Motte bed-
rock, which was once part of the earliest reef in the history of life on Earth, 
formed on the continental shelf of proto-North America and is now a National 
Natural Landmark.

The Goodsell Ridge Preserve is an 83-acre nature and geologic preserve 
with reef outcrops visible in the old pastures and woodlands of the preserve. 
Visitors can walk the trails throughout the year. During the summer, the Visi-
tor’s Center is open where exhibits and an educational video tell the story of 
the ancient fossil reef. The work of local artists is also on display. Nature trails 
wend their way through every ecosystem of the preserve.  

An Outdoor Kiosk tells the story of the ancient Chazy Fossil Reef in English 
and French. It is located at 69 Pine Street in Isle La Motte.

The Fisk Quarry Preserve is a 20-acre preserve. A kiosk tells the geology sto-
ry as well as the human history of the quarry. Look for fossil forms called stro-
matoporoids in the quarry walls.  Other reef dwellers such as gastropods and 
cephalopods can be seen in the quarry floor...sometimes ringed by stones 
placed by visitors. Numerous bird species have been sighted on the preserve. 
It can be accessed from 4039 West Shore Road in Isle La Motte.

For more information or directions to the preserves, visit www.ilmpt.org

Round Pond Natural Area
Located in South Hero, the Round Pond Natural Area is 225-acres of rolling 

hills with beautiful views of Mount Mansfield, Vermont’s tallest peak. The 
area also contains a critical lakeshore and wetland area that is home to nest-
ing migrating waterfowl and two rare plants: slender bulrush and pale vetch-
ling. 

Round Pond Natural Area is managed by Vermont’s Agency of Forests, Parks 
and Recreation. Hikers, hunters, snowshoers and birdwatchers are welcome. 
Parking for access to the area is a gravel pull-off on East Shore Road in South 
Hero; the entrance is marked by a small, yellow state park sign.

Pelots Point Nature Area
A 3-mile walking trail winds through several types of habitat, giving visitors 

a chance to see a wide variety of plants and animals. Signs educate visitors 
about the various habitats including a deciduous forest, a marsh, meadows 
and a sugarbush, as well as the lake itself. The nature area is located at 1244 
Pelots Point Road, North Hero.

Northern Forest Canoe Trail Kiosk
The Northern Forest Canoe Trail links the watersheds of northern New 

York, Vermont, Quebec, New Hampshire and Maine and is a unique thread 
tying together the Northern Forest Region.  Flowing with the stories of Native 
Americans, European settlers, the development of mill towns and the timber 
industry, the Trail’s rich heritage serves as a basis for widely accessible, envi-
ronmentally friendly fun and education. 

The 740-mile trail traces historic Native American travel routes through the 
rivers of the region and is a living reminder of our history, when rivers were 
both highways and routes of communication.

The kiosk in our region features spectacular photography of the Champlain 
Islands and northern Lake Champlain and highlights the history of the region. 
It also provides current information about paddling, local businesses and ser-
vices and is located on Route 2 in North Hero Village in front of the Lake 
Champlain Islands Chamber of Commerce. 

For more information on about the Northern Forest Canoe Trail visit www.
northernforestcanoetrail.org or call 802-496-2285.

Camp Ingalls and Butternut Hill Trails
Camp Ingalls in North Hero includes a half-mile interpretive nature trail, a 

picnic area with lake and mountain views, as well as athletic fields.
A one-mile trail, perfect for kids, takes visitors through a unique floodplain 

forest which includes the vernal pools that are home to blue-spotted sala-
manders and fairy shrimp along with a swath of beautiful wood duck nesting 
habitat.

The trail stretches from Camp Ingalls to the shoreline of Lake Champlain 
with a spectacular view of the lake and Adirondack Mountains.

The Ingalls and Butternut Trails are accessible from Camp Ingalls at 1769 
South End Road in North Hero. Follow the signs from the parking lot to trails. 
Pass the Long House and at the fork in the trail, take the north trail and follow 
it for about 200 yards

Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge
The 6,700-acres refuge is an internationally recognized bird habitat, pro-

viding a home for more than 200 species, including great blue herons, bald 
eagles, and osprey. In addition to being a must-see stop for bird watchers, the 
refuge is open for kayaking, fishing, and hiking from dawn to dusk. Visitors are 
asked to stop in at the office at 29 Tabor Road in Swanton before heading out 
onto the trails.

Landon Community Trail 

The Landon Community Trail is one of the most recent additions to the pub-
lic recreation areas in South Hero. Local farmers granted easements for the 
170-acre parcel. The trail is open most of the time, but may be closed for farm 
operations.

The trail offers visitors the chance to stroll working farmlands and spot the 
wildlife that thrives alongside farm fields, such as white-tailed deer, muskrat, 
red fox, wild turkey, woodcock and red-tailed hawk. 

See signs at the trailhead on Landon Road, South Hero for more information 
on restricted activities and operation times.
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Explore the Arts – 
Visual and Performing

Perhaps it’s the beautiful surroundings, but the Lake Champlain Islands and 
neighboring communities are filled with talented people creating arts of all 
kinds, from painters to woodworkers to musicians.

The area’s open spaces provide ideal outdoor venues for performances.
Find a gift for a friend or something for yourself or your home, created right 

here in the Islands.

Grand Isle Art Works
259 U.S. 2, Grand Isle

*Photo by ROB SWANSON
Grand Isle Art Works gallery features works in a variety of media, as well as 

pop-up days with outdoor tents showing the work of even more local artists 
and artisans.

Visit grandisleartworks.com for hours and pop-up events.

Island Arts 
Island Arts Center, 1127 U.S. 2, North Hero 

A non-profit organization promoting both visual and performing arts, Island 
Arts offers art classes for both youth and adults, sponsors theatrical produc-
tions, musical performances and art shows, including a gallery at the South 
Hero Community Bank which features a new artist each month.

This summer, they are sponsoring a variety of performances. See the calen-
dar of events in this guide for more information.

For more details and to order tickets, visit islandarts.org, which is also 
where you will find a listing of available classes and workshops for adults and 
children.

Island Craft Shop
329 U.S. 2, South Hero

Run by a cooperative of artisans creating works in a multitude of media 
from ceramics to fabrics to wood. Find cozy scarves, elegant prints, one of a 
kind jewelry, and more. The shop is open daily during the summer months 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Snow Farm’s Music in the Vineyard Concert Series
190 West Shore Road, South Hero

The weekly outdoor concerts at Snow Farm Vineyard are a Grand Isle Coun-
ty tradition. On Thursday nights from June 3 to Sept. 2, the vineyard hosts 
musicians from around the region. Check the events calendar in this guide to 
see who is performing this summer.

Bring your own lawn chairs or blankets. There are food vendors on hand, 
but visitors are also able to bring their own food. Well-behaved dogs, accus-
tomed to crowds, are welcome, as long as owners bring their own poop bags.

Snow Farm Vineyard event space also features monthly exhibits of Vermont 
Artists.

#TheIslander   #ShoresOfChamplain
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recommended start/end point is St. Anne’s Shrine on the west shore. 
Here, cyclists are welcome to visit the peaceful grounds or swim at the 
shrine’s sandy beach. Food, public restrooms, picnic tables, and parking 
are also available at the shrine. Provisions are also available at a nearby 
store. Lodging is available at bed and breakfasts along the route .

Island Life: Grand Isle    11.6 miles        
Highlighting both the area’s history and natural resources, Island Life 

is a 12-mile tour through the heart of the Islands.  Stop by the Hyde 
Log Cabin, one of the oldest remaining log cabins in the United States.  
Relax at the Grand Isle State Park. Take a swim, share a picnic or walk 
an interpretive trail to an observation platform with unbelievably beau-
tiful views of the inland sea, Mount Mansfield and the Green Mountain 
Range.
 

Stone Castles: Grand Isle and South Hero  13.4 miles        
Stone Castle at Crescent Bay Bed & Breakfast located 

in South Hero. Photo by ROB SWANSON

Stone Castles begins at the Grand Isle Ferry dock.  Tour South Hero 
on this 13-½ mile loop, where gardener Harry Barber created numerous 
miniature buildings from Vermont stone during the late 1920s until his 
death in 1966.  Today there are only five castles, three houses and sever-
al garden structures still in existence.  These wonderful works by Barber 
are on privately owned land, but can be viewed from the road.  Bring 
your binoculars to see detail, or to watch some of the abundant wildlife 
found on the island. 

Liquid Elixir - Alburgh   11.7 miles
The loop begins your trip in Alburgh Village at the Alburgh Rail Trail. 

It then follows backcountry paved and unpaved roads through wetland 
areas. Traffic is minimal and terrain is relatively flat. There are no ser-
vices along this loop, except in the Village. 
  
A Trail to Two Beaches: Alburgh and North Hero  15.8 miles

This relatively flat “figure-8” loop connects two state parks, and may 
be shortened by riding only one of the circuits. The Alburgh circuit is 5.8 
miles and the North Hero circuit is 9.3 miles. Great lake views abound. 
Traffic is minimal. Sections of the loop are unpaved, but are in good con-
dition and passable with a touring bike with fairly substantial tires. The 
recommended start/end point is at either Alburgh Dunes State Park or 
North Hero State Park. Provisions, lodging, and parking are available in 
the Village of North Hero, just south of the loop on Route 2.

Cycling the Champlain Islands
It’s that time of year when bicyclists and extra traffic share Island road-

ways. It’s always a good idea for motorists and bicyclists to use some 
courtesy and common sense when traveling through Grand Isle County 
and Vermont in the summer months. Drivers have to be patient and bik-
ers should stay single file at the side of the road, except in places like the 
drawbridge where bicycles and motorists can merge. 
  When you have to be patient dealing with your fellow travelers, it’s al-
ways a good time to take a deep breath and look around and remember 
that you’re very lucky to be on the road in paradise.

Biking Allen Point, South Hero. Photo by ROB SWANSON.

With gorgeous views in almost every direction, the Islands are a great 
place to get out a bike and go for a ride.

Below are several self-guided tours perfect for cyclists. 
Visit 
www.vtstateparks.com/assets/pdf/bike_champlain_islands_map.pdf

A Legacy of Ancient Stone:  Isle La Motte    13.4 miles        
Following the perimeter of the Island, terrain is flat along a combi-

nation of paved and unpaved roads, all in good condition and all qui-
et. Traffic is minimal, in fact the loop is recommended for families. The 
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Sites to See
Hyde Log Cabin, 1814 Schoolhouse and 

Worthen Barn
228-230 Route 2, Grand Isle

Photo by LUCILLE CAMPBELL
The Hyde Log Cabin is one of the oldest in New England. Added to the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places in 1971, it was built circa 1783 by Captain 
Jedediah Hyde, Jr., an early surveyor and settler in the Islands. The cabin was 
constructed with hand-hewn cedar logs and is attractively furnished with pe-
riod furnishings maintained by the Grand Isle Historical Society.

The Corners Schoolhouse #4, or “Block Schoolhouse”, built in 1814 of 
squared-off logs or “blocks”, is also on the property. The school was used con-
tinuously from 1814-1954 as one of five one-room school buildings in Grand 
Isle.

The post and beam Worthen Barn was erected in 2019 to display imple-
ments related to the agricultural history of the Champlain Islands.

The cabin, schoolhouse and barn are open to the public this summer with 
limited access from July 2 until September 4. A docent will be present on 
Fridays and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Donations in lieu of admission 
would be appreciated. The buildings are handicapped accessible.

Saint Anne’s Shrine
92 St. Anne’s Road, Isle La Motte

Photo by TONYA POUTRY
Saint Anne’s Shrine in Isle La Motte is open for the 2021 Pilgrimage and 

Tourist Season. Thousands of pilgrims visit the Shrine each season to partici-
pate in the Eucharist which is celebrated in the outdoor Chapel and pavilion 
which creates a closeness to nature. 

A statue of Saint Anne from 1893, offers a peaceful place for reflection.
The Visitors Center in the Boucher Building, which includes a history room 

and gift center, is in the process of expanding its hours as COVID-19 restric-
tions lift.  Call 802-928-3362 for current hours.

For information about their Retreats, Reflection Series, special masses and 
other events, call the Shrine Office at 928-3362, email fstanne@pshift.com or 
visit their website at www.stannesshrine.org.

Samuel de Champlain Statue
St. Anne’s Road, Isle La Motte

Photo by TONYA POUTRY
Located near Saint Anne’s Shrine is the statute of Samuel de Champlain, 

marking where he first made land in Vermont. Made by sculptor Ferdinand L. 
Webar, the statue is made of solid granite, weighing 35 tons.

South Hero Bicentennial Museum
372 Route 2, South Hero

Photo by ROB SWANSON
Opening on Sunday, July 4 for the season, the South Hero Bicentennial Mu-

seum displays historical exhibits, documents and memorabilia from the town 
of South Hero. The museum is open Wednesday and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

For more information, call 802-355-7811.

#TheIslander   #ShoresOfChamplain
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Take a step back in time. Take a step back in time. Nearly 500 
million years ago, North America was located south of the equa-
tor, where Zimbabwe is now. At the Goodsell Ridge and Fisk Quar-
ry Preserves are fossils of animals who lived in that very different 
world.

Spiral Shaped Cephalopods on exhibit. 
Photo by Linda Fitch, Isle La Motte Preservation Trust.

Goodsell Ridge 83-acres preserve is covered with trails, in-
cluding a self-guided tour. There is also a visitor’s center staffed 
seasonally with volunteers. Stop in, enjoy a lovely walk and view 
some of the oldest reef fossils in the world. To reach the preserve, 
follow directions for 69 Pine Street in Isle la Motte.

Fisk Quarry is a 20-acre preserve with a kiosk explaining the 
area’s geology and fossils visible in the old quarry walls. It can be 
accessed from 4039 West Shore Road in Isle La Motte.

Pick some apples or berries. Be sure to visit one of the many 
farms and orchards and bring home some of natures bounty. Har-
vest begins in late summer. Apples aren’t the only fruit available 
for picking on the Islands and in neighboring towns. Many farms 
offer pick your own berries, as well as pears and other tree fruits.

Lacey Lazarski-Brock scales an apple tree.
Photo by ROB SWANSON.

See page 14-18 to learn more about the farms and orchards 
offering the opportunity to pick your own.

Have some family fun
The Islands and neighboring communities are the perfect place 

to get outside and have fun together. This is just a sampling of the 
activities for families.

Hit the beach. Islands beaches offer fun for kids and often 
breathtaking views for their parents. In addition, many of our local 
beaches are in parks that also include a playground, walking trails 
and picnic areas. 

The Alburgh Dunes State Park opens on Memorial Day. 
Photo by Tonya Poutry.

For a full listing see pages 23 & 24

Visit a nature area. The 6,700-acre Missisquoi National Wildlife 
Refuge is home to more than 200 species of bird as well as other 
animals. It’s open from dawn to dusk for hikers, kayakers and na-
ture lovers of all kinds. The Visitor Center is open weekdays from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on the weekends seasonally.

There is also the Pelot’s Point Nature Area in North Hero, with 
a three-mile trail through varied habitat and the two-mile Roy 
Marsh Trail in South Hero.

See page 5 for a full listing of wildlife areas in the region.

Go for a walk or a ride. The Islands and surrounding commu-
nities offer plenty of trails so you can be sure to find a length and 
level of challenge just right for your family.

Families with young children can consider a storywalk, in which  
stops along the trail each contain portions of a story. Finish the 
trail to read the whole story. 
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Sunrises and sunsets
With the Green Mountains to the east and the Adirondacks to 

the west, the Lake Champlain Islands offer some simply spectac-
ular views of the sun both rising and setting.

Here are some of the best places for a view.

Sandbar Wildlife Management Area and Sandbar State Park

Photo by ROB SWANSON
Located on Route 2 at the southern end of the Islands, the 

sandbar is one of the few places to offer a gorgeous view of both 
the sunrise and the sunset. The nearby pull-off is an ideal spot to 
park your car and simply watch the sun set which also features a 
memorial to all who lost their lives during the attacks on Septem-
ber 11, 2001.

Heros Welcome 
This North Hero General Store has a picnic area that faces the 

eastern side of Lake Champlain and the Green Mountains, mak-
ing it an ideal location from which to watch the sun rise.

Dillenbeck Bay Access Area
Another eastward-facing spot from which to watch the sun 

come up, located in Alburgh.

Korean War Veterans Access Area
This Alburgh spot is another of those rare locations that offer up 

both sunrise and sunset views.

Stoney Point Access Area
Located on West Shore Road in Isle la Motte, this state fishing 

access offers a clear view of the sun sinking over Lake Cham-
plain and the Adirondack Mountains.

Sunset View Road, South Hero
One of the highest points on the Islands, a drive along Sunset 

View (going west, of course) is a perfect way to watch the sun 
sink over the horizon.

Pelot’s Point Nature Area
A lovely sunset view is one of the many charms this nature area 

in North Hero has to offer.

Photo by TONYA POUTRY
Keeler Bay Access Area
Many of the best spots for looking out over the water are ac-

cess points for fishing and boating. The Keeler Bay Access Area 
in South Hero is no exception, with terrific views of the rising sun 
each morning.
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Arbor Farm Market
324 US Route 2, South Hero
www.arborfarmmarket.com

Alisha Utter and Kyle Bowley of Arbor Farm Market
*Photo by MICHELLE MONROE

Farmer-run market featuring locally grown produce, alongside 
Vermont dairy products, eggs and breads. Also offers items from 
Island crafters and artisans.

Emmons Supermarket
193 U.S. 2, Grand Isle • 802-372-4531
www.emmonssupermarket.com

Lisa Emmons of Emmons Supermarket
*Photo by ROB SWANSON

Offers local produce, a full deli, fresh baked pizzas and a full line 
of groceries.  Be sure to check out Emmons Bait & Tackle behind 
the Supermarket.

Harborside Harvest Market
8986 U.S. Route 2, North Hero • 802-372-4443
www.harborsidemarket.net

The Harborside Harvest Market crew.
*Photo by ROB SWANSON

Sells locally grown fruits and vegetables along with maple syrup 
and honey. In addition, fresh baked pizza and new this year, a 
large creemee menu featuring house specialties is offered.

Explore Local Tastes
Wine-makers, brewers, and farmers of all kinds call the Lake 

Champlain Islands and the surrounding communities home. 
Vine-ripened berries, apples straight from the tree, grass-fed 
beef, free-range chickens, and a cornucopia of fresh vegeta-
bles are available at farmers markets, farmstands and stores, with 
many showing up on the menus of local restaurants. 

There are also jams, breads, beers, wines and other delights 
made from all those lovely, locally-grown ingredients. Find a 
smattering of some places to wet your palette with a taste of the 
Islands.

Farmers Markets
 and Stores   

Champlain Islands Farmers Market
Locally raised meats, vegetables and fruits are available 

throughout the summer and fall, along with homemade jams, 
honey, kombucha and other items. Many local crafters and ar-
tisans also participate in the market, bringing pottery, jewelry, 
soaps and more. 

Saturdays: May 22 -  Oct 30, 2021
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Joseph’s Church, Rte. 2, Grand Isle 

Wednesdays: May 27 -Sept 16, 2020
3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
St. Rose of Lima Church, Rte. 2, South Hero

*Photo by ROB SWANSON
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Hero’s Welcome General Store
3537 US Route 2, North Hero • 802-372-4161
www.heroswelcome.com

Kevin White and Nathaniel Keefe, new owners of Hero’s Welcome.
*Photo by ROB SWANSON

Hero’s Welcome carries produce, meats, baked goods and bev-
erages from local and regional producers.

Keeler’s Bay Variety Store
500 US Route 2 South Hero VT
802-372-4465
www.kbvstore.com

Gail, Mark and Wendy Horne stand by their new KBV sign and 
hold up 4 and 5 fingers to signify their 45 years of business in 2019.

*Photo by ROB SWANSON
Find locally-grown fruits and vegetables, local meets along with 
beers and wines from the Islands and neighboring communities.

Viva Marketplace
295 Route 2, South Hero
802-372-6611
www.sebssnackbar.com

Heidi Tappen, owner of Viva Marketplace & Seb’s Snackbar
*Photo by ROB SWANSON

Offering local gift and specialty food items including freshly made 
apple cider donuts and fruit pies from their own bakery.

Farms and Farmstands  
Allenholm Farm
111 South Street, South Hero
802-372-5566
www.allenholm.com
Allenholm grows 72 varieties of apples and you can pick them 
yourself beginning in early August. 

Back Bay Farm
9 Peters Farm Road, South Hero  
802-372-5127
Chicken, turkeys and poultry products are available at their farm-
stand, as well as organic produce and pick your own raspberries.

Blue Heron Farm
Quaker Road, Grand Isle
802-372-3420
www.blueheronfarmvt.com
Purchase eggs, chicken, pork, beef, lamb, vegetables and 
more at their farmstand, which is open dawn to dusk from May 
to December.

Capsand Creamery
5 Sandbar Heights Drive, South Hero
508-208-3473
At Capsand Creamery they convert goats milk into soap, fudge 
and sea salt caramels.

Carman Brook Farm
1275 Fortin Road, Swanton
802-868-2347
www.cbmaplefarm.com
A dairy and maple sugaring operation owned by the Fortin fam-
ily, Carman Brook has an on-farm gift shop filled with maple syr-
ups, candies and more. Order from their online store and have 
items shipped anywhere in the world.

Darby Farm
518 North Main Street, Alburgh
802-796-3105
www.darbyfarm.com
Darby Farm grows organic vegetables, berries and operates an 
apiary. Farmstand is open dawn to dusk in the summer and fall. 
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Goulet Farm Stand
467 U.S. 2, South Hero
802-372-5642
You can find fresh vegetables, fruit, honey, maple syrup, home-
made breads, pies, jams, salsa, meats and much more.

Hackett’s Orchard
86 South Street, South Hero
802-372-4848
www.hackettorchard.com
The orchard grows a wide range of fruits and berries including 
apples, peaches, pears and plums. Some fruits are available to 
pick yourself. They also make apple cider, apple cider donuts 
and other treats, which can be purchased at the orchard.

Hall’s Orchard
4461 Main Street, Isle la Motte   
802-928-3226
This orchard grows apples and pears, with both a farmstand and 
the ability to pick your own fruit. They also offer apple cider, cider 
donuts, maple syrup and other items at the farmstand.

Happy Bird Poultry Farm
568 Main Street, Isle La Motte  
802-343-4182
In addition to raising poultry, the family behind Happy Bird also 
operates a smokehouse. Purchase their free-range chickens or 
other smoked meats, along with smoked cheeses, butter, and 
tofu.

Hudak Farmstand and Greenhouse
599 St. Albans Road, Swanton
802-527-1147
www.hudakfarm.com

Offering organic vegetables, apple cider, and baked goods, 
alongside items from neighboring farms such as locally made 
butter and cheese, the Hudak Farmstand is a Franklin County fix-
ture. 

Island Blueberries
63 Adams Road, Grand Isle
802-372-5656
www.island-blueberries.square.site
Starting in mid-July through the end of August, visitors may pick 
their own blueberries or purchase them pre-picked from the farm. 
Island Blueberries grows its berries without pesticides.

Islandacres Farm, LLC
354 US Route 2, South Hero
802-372-4702
Sells sweet corn and pumpkins at a roadside farmstand in the fall.

Pigasus Meats
20 East Shore Road, South Hero
802-378-5461
Pasteurized pork and free-range eggs are available at their farm-
stand and local stores.

Pomykala Farm
197 East Shore Road North, Grand Isle
802-372-1883
pomykalafarm.com
The Pomykala family grows a wide range of vegetables, herbs 
and flowers. They offer their produce for sale at the Champlain 
Islands Farmers Market, Arbor Farm Market and their own farm-
stand, which is self-serve and has wifi for Venmo payments.
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Sadie’s Apple Orchard
5775 Georgia Shore Road, Georgia
802-582-1138
Choose from 27 varieties of apples while picking your own on 
weekends starting in September.

Sandy Bottom Farm
2468 Main Street, Isle La Motte
716-807-7457
An organic farm offering a variety of vegetables from a Main 
Street farmstand.

Savage Gardens
303 Savage Point Road
802-372-9789
www.savagegardensvt.com
Offering fresh eggs, organic vegetables, raspberries and straw-
berries, as well as free-range chickens. Order online for pick-up 
or stop by their farmstand.

Two Black Sheep Farm
142 Ferry Road, South Hero
(802) 372-5670
Farmstand open dawn to dusk during the growing season with 
organic vegetables, free-range eggs and more.

West Swanton Orchard and Cider Mill
752 North River Street, Swanton
802-868-9100 or 802-370-2320
Choose from 27 varieties of apples while picking your own on 
weekends starting in September.

Beers, wines 
and other items

Champlain Islands Candylab
6 South Street, South Hero
802-378-5759
www.champlainislandscandylab.com
Candylab has an assortment of chocolates, candies and 
baked goods as well as coffee and other beverages.

Grand Isle Pasta
9 Dodge Terrace, Grand Isle
www.grandislepasta.com
802-372-8340
Dried and fresh pasta, made from local ingredients whenever 
possible. Available at local shops and farmers markets.

Kraemer & Kin Brewery
3275 US Route 2, North Hero
www.kraemerandkin.com
Kraemer & Kin’s small-batch beers may be found in stores 
throughout the Islands. They also have a tasting room.

North Country Bees
North Hero
802-872-9619
Find their honey, beeswax candles, soaps and wraps at local 
stores.

Pop Hero Popcorn
South Hero
802-734-7308
Locally-grown, non-GMO popcorn available at local farmers 
markets and shops.

Snow Farm Vineyard
190 West Shore Road, South Hero
802-372-9463
www.snowfarm.com
Visit their tasting room to try their award-winning wines or, on 
a warm day, a wine slushie. Stop by on a Thursday evening in 
the summer for live outdoor music or on Fridays in the fall for live 
performances in the tasting room. 

Two Heroes Brewery
1 Ferry Road, South Hero
802-372-5187
www.twoheroesbrewery.com
A small island brewery that seeks delight in malt and hop modifi-
cation. Enjoy a flight or a pint in their biergarten. Growler fills and 
cans to go.
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Fishing and 
Boating Access 

Areas
There are many designat-

ed Fish and Wildlife Accesses 
available to launch a boat, 
kayak or canoe or just cast a 
line.

 These accesses make it 
easy for everyone to enjoy 
the lake, but only when used 
appropriately. Please follow 
the posted rules for use, and 
be sure to clean your boat 
before and after launch-
ing to prevent against the 
spread of invasive species! 

For more information, visit 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com

This handy guide to fishing 
and boating access areas 
includes location and which 
activities are allowed.

Alburgh
Dillenbeck Bay Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Route 2

Horicans Access Area
Boating, Fishing
West Shore Road

Kelly Bay Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Route 2

Korean War Veteran’s 
Access Area
Fishing
Route 2 at the bridge to 
New York

Mud Creek Pond Access 
Area
Fishing
Route 78

Grand Isle
Ed Weed Access Area
Fishing
West Shore Road

Vantines Access Area
Boating, Fishing
West Shore Road

Isle la Motte
Holcomb Bay Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Quarry Road

Stoney Point 
Boating, Fishing
West Shore Road

North Hero
Kings Bay Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Lakeview Drive

North Hero Causeway 
Access Area
Fishing
Bridge Road

Stephenson Point Access 
Area
Boating, Fishing
North End Road West

South Hero
Allen Point Access Area
Fishing
Allen Point Road

John Guilmette Access 
Area
Boating, Fishing
Featherbed Lane

Keeler Bay Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Route 2

Swanton
Babbie Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Route 7
Entry to the Missisquoi River

Charcoal Creek Access 
Area
Fishing
Route 78

Larry Greene Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Route 78

Tabor Point Access Area
Boating, Fishing
Hog Island Road
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HISTORIC SITES 
SELF-GUIDED 

TOUR
Located between two 

states and two countries, 
Lake Champlain has 
played a key role in our 
nation’s history. That in-
cludes the Islands. Many 
of the communities here 
now were founded in the 
aftermath of the Revolu-
tionary War. Learn about 
the events and peo-
ple that have shaped 
the Islands by stopping 
by some of the places 
where the history took 
place.

  Starting at the Sand-
bar Bridge1, the south-
ernmost marker high-
lights the transitions of 
power in the area.

Heading north on Route 
2, the next marker is the 
site of the Pioneers Tav-
ern2, the first settlement 
in South Hero. 

The next stop is in Grand 
Isle, visit the Hyde Log 
Cabin3, one of the oldest 
in the country. 

Zip on over to Isle La 
Motte is to visit the site 
of Fort Saint Anne4, the 
first white settlement in 
New England, as well as 
the site where Theodore 
Roosevelt was when 
he found out that Presi-
dent McKinley had been 
shot5. 

Lastly, in Alburgh, is the 
Bohannon Site6 where 
remains were found of a 
Native American village.  



2021 Adventure Guide - Page 22



2021 Adventure Guide - Page 23

Visit a Vermont State Park
Vermont State Parks are a fun and inexpensive way to experience one of 

Vermont’s most alluring qualities: unspoiled nature. Grand Isle County has 
multiple parks totaling more than 1,300 acres, each offering a range of activi-
ties from camping to fishing to just laying on the beach.

On Vermont Days, June 12 and 13, Vermont residents will be able to enjoy 
the parks free of charge.

The Agency of Natural Resources maintains an online guide to all state parks 
at vtstateparks.com. It includes an updated calendar of events which are still 
being planned as the state reopens following the COVID-19 pandemic.
Alburgh Dunes State Park
151 Coon Point Road 
Canoeing, Fishing, Swimming

Photo by TONYA POUTRY
This 625-acre property became a state park in 1996 and is named for the 

sand dunes near the center and western end of the south-facing natural sand 
beach. 

The beach and dunes are a barrier island, which is geologically similar to the 
coastal formations more commonly found along the ocean shorelines. The 
wetland behind the beach includes the largest black spruce bog in Grand Isle 
County. This type of bog is unusual for this area as it is more typical of colder 
northern climates. Core samples from this bog reveal peat to depths of more 
than 26 feet which provide a record of climate and vegetation dating back to 
the ice age.

The park’s wetlands and adjacent white cedar forest uplands are one of the 
largest deer wintering grounds in the county. Visitors will find Wild Turkey in 
abundance, as well as, a number of other species of birds great and small.

The area was altered before it became a State Park. Portions of the dunes 
were bull-dozed and protective vegetation was damaged. There is hope that 
the dunes will eventually repair themselves and it asked that visitors stay out-
side the protective fence. It is of interest to note that within the protective 
fence are two rare species of vegetation which are remnants of the post-gla-
cial era when Lake Champlain was an inland estuary of the Atlantic Ocean: 
Champlain beach grass and the low-growing beach pea.

The park provides a good balance of nature preservation and access to Lake 
Champlain on one of its longest beaches. The park is open from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day weekend, though only for day use: 10 am to sunset. Fires 
are only allowed within the provided grills in the picnicking area at the west 
end of the beach.

Grand Isle State Park
36 East Shore Road South

 With 226 acres and 4,150 feet of Lake Champlain shoreline, Grand Isle 
State Park is the most-visited campground in the State Park system. Lakeshore 
areas provide access to swimming and shore fishing.   There is a boat-launch-
ing ramp and kayaks and rowboats for rent through the park office. Campers 
are also admitted free entry to the sand beaches at Knight Point State Park in 
North Hero and The Alburgh Dunes State Park.

Campers can visit the park’s Nature Center for interpretive programs, 
games and entertainment. The park also boasts a sand volleyball court, area 
for horseshoes, children’s play area and nature trail —many visitors find they 
don’t even need to leave the park to enjoy their vacation.  

The park is equipped for campers of all types. The park has 117 tent/trailer 
sites, 36 lean-to sites and 4 cabin sites. Fifty percent of the sites are large 
enough for self-contained RVs. The facilities are equipped with running water 
and hot showers.
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Knight Point State Park
44 Knight Point Road, North Hero

This 54-acre day-use park opened in 1978, and is named for the point’s first 
resident: John Knight. Knight began ferry service from North Hero to Grand 
Isle in 1785, and his family ran the service until the first bridge for the cross-
ing opened in 1892. The historic Knight Point house features an added wing 
that serves as a reconstruction of the Knight Tavern, an inn built in 1790; the 
beautiful brick section of the building was added in 1845.

  Expansive lawns are at the center of the park providing plenty of space 
for picnicking and lawn games. The rest of the park provides a diversity of 
ecosystems and wildlife, as well as beautiful views. The lawns are bordered 
by meadowland, lakeside forest and sand beach for swimming. The cobbled 
shoreline west of the swimming beach is a State Natural Area. This area is 
home to a diverse group of plant species and is the largest undisturbed exam-
ple of such a natural community on Lake Champlain.

Visitors should make it a point to walk the trail which loops around the 
point. The trail offers scenic lake and shore vistas and many opportunities for 
close-up encounters with nature. There is a connecting path which shortens 
the walk—both trails are wide and easy to follow. 

The park boasts a sand volleyball court, playground and sandy swimming 
beach with boat rentals available. There are shaded and open picnic areas 
with cooking grills, as well as, an open air shelter which can be reserved for 
group functions.   

Knight Island State Park
North Hero

Experience a unique state park visit at Knight Island. The island is located to 
the east of the North Hero Community Building and to the west of the Woods 
Island State Park. Both islands were conserved by the Lake Champlain Land 
Trust and were added to the park system in their effort to secure the few re-
maining undeveloped islands on the lake. 

 Park Ranger Jim Putnam characterizes the Knight Island’s allure: “The beau-
ty of the island is that there’s nothing there.”  Well not nothing, there are 
protected bays for swimming, a trail system and a chance to enjoy unspoiled 
nature. 

For information on rates, times and reservations, contact Burton Island 
State Park at 802-524-6353.

North Hero State Park
3803 Lakeview Drive, North Hero

One-third of the area for this 399-acre park lies below 100 feet in elevation 
which subjects it to seasonal inundation from the fluctuating water levels of 
Lake Champlain. The forest type in this floodplain area is uncommon for Ver-
mont—found only around Lake Champlain. The park’s forest floodplain is not-
ed for its size, relatively undisturbed condition and the very valuable wildlife 
habitat it provides. White-tail deer are common, as well as, migratory water-
fowl, ruffed grouse and the American woodcock. Chain pickerel and northern 
pike spawn and feed in the flooded areas. A section of the park’s beach is also 
home to a protected nesting area for turtles.   

Swimming, boating, and fishing are all allowed at the park, which also has 
picnic areas.

The park is open from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day from 10 a.m. 
to sunset.

Sandbar State Park
1215 U.S. Route 2, Milton

 This 15-acre parked is named for the natural sandbar between the Cham-
plain Islands and the Vermont mainland. The sandbar is the result of sediment 
from the Lamoille River which washed downstream filling the lake where the 
river empties into it.  After tens and thousands of years, the marshlands and 
the shallow waters visitors see today were formed. The area served as a ford 
between South Hero and the mainland well before the first bridge was built 
for the crossing in 1850.

The park features 2,000 feet of sand beach, canoe and kayak rentals, food 
concession, play area and shaded or open picnic areas with cooking grills. The 
waters of the swimming beach remain shallow well out from shore making it 
an ideal swimming spot for children.

The park is bordered by Sand Bar Wildlife Management Area which is home 
to beaver, muskrats, raccoons and turtles, as well as a number of species of 
birds. Most of the 1,500-acre wildlife area is closed the public. However, fish-
ing and kayaking are allowed from the area just off of Route 2.

The park is open for day-use from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day. 
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Milton and Colchester
The Chittenden County towns of Milton and 

Colchester border the Islands to the south. Both 
offer outstanding places to enjoy the outdoors, 

events, and some shopping and dining, too.

Milton
The town of Milton has a number of outstanding recreational 

areas, as well as The Milton Artists Guild Art Center and Gallery 
(199 Route 7, Milton), which displays works from artists and arti-
sans around the region. 

Bombardier Park East and West

Milton boasts an outstanding recreation area in Bombardier 
Park, which has two sections, east and west. Both have facilities 
for numerous activities such as, walking and biking trails, tennis, 
pickleball, horseshoe, volleyball, and basketball courts, a GaGa 
ball pit, picnic areas and public restrooms.

The walking trails include a story walk which changes every two 
weeks courtesy of the Milton Public Library. Live music will be re-
turning to the park in July on Tuesday evenings.

Eagle Mountain Natural Area
Henry Road

This 226-acre parcel overlooking Lake Champlain has a 2.5 
mile trail of easy to moderate difficulty. 

Lamoille River Walk

A 1.5 mile trail along the Lamoille River. Stations along the walk 
explain both the history of the area, which has three dams, and 
some of the plants and animals you will encounter. The walk be-
gins at Ritchie Avenue.

Milton Town Forest

The forest is 485 acres surrounding a 33-acre wetland, with 6 
miles of trails. The town’s guide to the forest describes the var-
ious trails, including length and level of difficulty. The forest is 
open to both fishing and hunting. 

For each of the trails, visit www.miltonvt.gov for a download-
able brochure and trail map.

Colchester
Colchester is Vermont’s largest town by land mass. Places to 

visit include Malletts Bay and Fort Ethan Allen.

Island Line Ferry
Operated by a non-profit cycling organization, Local Motion, 

the Island Line Bike Ferry connects Colchester with South Hero. It 
is part of a 40 mile bike trail stretching from Burlington’s Oakledge 
Park to South Hero. The ferry is free to use, but a $10 donation 
is recommended for a round trip. From Memorial Day weekend 
thru the first weekend it October, it operates on weekdays from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and until 6 p.m. on weekends.

The 4-mile Causeway Path runs from Airport Park in Colchester 
to the Colchester Causeway and the bike ferry. 
Airport Park
500 Colchester Point Road

The starting point for the Causeway Path, Airport Park has nu-
merous athletic fields, a playground, a 1.3 mile walking path and 
an 1815 Log Schoolhouse to explore.

Bayside Park
2 West Lakeshore Drive

The home to Colchester’s summer concert series, Bayside has 
a lifeguarded beach with a water park made with inflatables. 
Kayaks, pedal boats, and paddleboards are available for rent.

Fort Ethan Allen
Junction of Vermont Route 15 and Barnes Avenue, Essex

Straddling the line between Essex and Colchester, the former 
fort includes a park and a museum. The park hosts tennis and 
pickleball courts, athletic fields and a walking trail. The Fort Ethan 
Allen Museum covers the history of the fort itself, which was built 
as a cavalry post in 1896. The museum is located in the Pump 
House.

Rossetti Natural Area/Thayer Beach
171 Holy Cross Road, Colchester

This 47-acre natural area includes a beach on Malletts Bay. 
There is no lifeguard on duty, but there are portable restrooms.
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Fishing the Lake Champlain Islands
The Lake Champlain Islands offer outstanding fishing for an-

glers off all types from serious sport fishermen and women to the 
child casting their first line and everything in between.

FISHING LICENSES 
Licenses are required for adult anglers. Children 14 and under 

may fish for free, while youth 15-17 qualify for a special license. Li-
censes are available through a link a www.vtfishandwildlfie.com/
fish

A license for one, three or seven days, a year, or five years.
FREE FISHING DAYS

No license is needed for Vermont’s free fishing days on the 
second Saturdays in January and June.

WHAT YOU CAN CATCH IN THE SUMMER MONTHS:
• Trout and Landlocked Salmon are always in season on 

Lake Champlain and from April 10 to Oct. 31 elsewhere in the 
state.

• Small and Largemouth Bass are in season June 12 to Nov. 
30.

• Walleye are in season May 1, 2021 to March 15, 2022.
• Rainbow Smelt, Pickerel, Northern Pike, and Yellow Perch 

are always in season.

WHERE TO FISH 
For northern Lake Champlain, the Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

highly recommends the Korean War Veterans Access in Alburgh. 
There are approximately 90 species of fish available in Lake 
Champlain. The species you will find at this access include: yel-
low perch, white perch, bluegill sunfish, smallmouth and large-
mouth bass, rock bass, brown bullhead, and northern pike.

Panfish, such as bluegill and perch, along with bass and north-
ern pike are abundant in the spring and early summer.

Photo by ROB SWANSON
Fish and Wildlife also recommends Grand Isle State Park, which 

it describes as a great location to catch “smallmouth and large-
mouth bass, northern pike, landlocked Atlantic salmon, steel-
head rainbow trout, brown trout, lake trout, common carp, fresh-
water drum, bowfin, walleye and panfish species such as perch, 
crappie, bluegill, rock bass and pumpkinseed.”



2021 Adventure Guide - Page 27

At the park, the department recommends looking for sub-
merged vegetation, underwater rock piles and steep drop-offs 
and casting your line there. Docks, floating platforms, and an-
chored boats also make good fishing spots. To catch fish that 
prefer deeper waters, like trout and salmon, you will have to 
head in a boat.

Read about all of the fishing access points maintained by the 
state on page 20 and state parks on 23 & 24.

LURES AND RIGS TO USE IN LAKE CHAMPLAIN
Using live bait, such as a minnow or worm with a bobber on 

your line, will attract a variety of fish species, according to the 
experts at Vermont Fish and Wildlife. They recommend varying 
the depth of your bait until the fish begin biting.

-Spinnerbaits, plastic worms and minnow-imitating plugs can 
also be useful.

-Aggressive feeders will strike at topwater plugs. Use one to see 
if you can get an explosive reaction.

-Learn more about fishing lures and equipment at www.vtfis-
handwildlfie.com/fishing-basics

I CAUGHT A FISH. NOW WHAT?
Once again, the Department of Fish and Wildlife has you cov-

ered. They offer videos showing how to clean a variety of com-
mon species at www.vtfishandwildlfie.com/fish/fishing-basics/
keeping-your-catch

The department also provides links to websites with recipes 
and tips for cooking salmon, trout, pan fish and more.

It is considered safe to eat fish from Lake Champlain, accord-
ing to the Department of Fish and Wildlife. However, if you would 
rather release your fish, use hooks without barbs and remove it as 
gently as possible, while keeping the fish in water. If the hook is in 
the gills, stomach, or throat leave the hook in the fish, as it will rust 
and drop off in a few months. 

BOATING IN VERMONT 
Any boat with a motor operating in Vermont needs to be reg-

istered with the state, which can be done through the Vermont 
Department of Motor Vehicles.

All boaters born after Jan. 1, 1974 must pass a boater safety 
course and carry a registration card.

Boats should be cleaned when being moved between water 
bodies to slow the spread of invasive species. This includes:

• Removing any mud, plants or animals from not only the 
boat itself, but also the trailer. Be sure to dispose of the material 
where it will not wash into a waterway.

• Draining all water from the boat and other equipment.
• Drying the boat after washing it with hot water under high 

pressure. If a pressure wash is not available, the boat should be 
dried in the sun for at least five days, after being cleaned.

For more on fishing in Vermont, visit www.vtfishandwildlife.
com/fish.
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The City of St. Albans 
and St. Albans Town

Nearby St. Albans is a community of 14,000 split between two munic-
ipalities. Combined, they offer plenty of places for dining, shopping and 
recreation, including on the shores of St. Albans Bay.

Once a center for the railroad in New England, St. Albans City has a 
charming, historic downtown filled with unique shops and outstanding 
restaurants, as well as beautiful Taylor Park. Spend an afternoon walk-
ing its streets and you won’t be disappointed.

On Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., you’ll find Taylor Park filled with 
local foods and crafts during the Northwest Farmers Market. 

The St. Albans Bay Farmer’s Market and Concert Series takes place 
every Thursday until Sept. 16. Shop local vendors while listening to great 
music, all on the shore of Lake Champlain. 

Some  additional St. Albans events to put on your calendar include:

Saturday, June 5, 
The St. Albans Bay Park Car and Motorcycle Show
Registration for participants begins at 7 a.m., with the show opening to 

the public at 11 a.m. The show ends at 3 p.m.

Saturday, June 21, Make Music Day. 
The Smokey Newfield Project will be performing in front of St. Albans 

City Hall, and residents and visitors will be encouraged to pick up an 
instrument and make some music either in Taylor Park or on their front 
porch.

Friday, July 9 to Sunday, July 11 
Downtown St Albans Sidewalk Sales and Art Walk
Downtown shops will display the work of local artists and artisans 

while offering sales on some of their own items. 

Saturday, July 17 Kingman Street Klassic
This year the classic car show will be on Main Street and in Taylor 

Park. 

Saturday, Aug. 14 Live at the Lake
The Phil Abair Band will perform at 5 p.m. in the St. Albans Bay Town 

Park, with Bond/Fire Vt taking the stage at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 21, The St. Albans Bay Brewfest
Try local beer while listening to live music at the St. Albans Bay Town 

Park from noon to 6:30 p.m. A $45 ticket comes with ten drink tickets. 
Sibling Reverie and Glass Onion will perform.

Saturday, Sept. 25 Harvest Fest
Vendors will be in the St. Albans Bay Park from 12-4 p.m., with a chili 

competition and a performance by Nobby Reed at 1 p.m.

Recreation
Hard’ack Recreation Area
Corner of Route 104 and Congress Streets

A year-round recreation area, Hard’ack has hill trails that wind through 
a forest, perfect for hiking and mountain biking. On your walk be sure to 
keep an eye out for the spot where a U.S. Senator, Lawrence Brainerd, 
shot a large wolf that was terrorizing area sheep farms. 

A new disc golf course is being built at Hard’ack.
There is also a dog park and athletic fields.

St. Albans Bay Park
Lake Road

St. Albans Bay Park offers swimming, picnic areas, a playground and a 
dock for fishing, as well as boat slips for visitors. The privately-owned Saint 
Albans Bay Marina is located next to the park and offers slips for visitors.

Kill Kare State Park
2714 Hathaway Point Road

Boating, fishing and swimming are available on this peninsula jutting into 
Lake Champlain. It is also the connection for ferries going to Burton Is-
land.

Burton Island State Park
Camping, canoeing, swimming and fishing are available on this 256-acre 

island park in Lake Champlain. A 100-slip marina is available for those who 
wish to bring their own transportation. There are tenting sites, cabins, and 
lean-to sites for campers.

Trails are available for walking and biking. There is a nature center, mu-
seum, small store and beaches for swimming and fishing.

Woods Island State Park
While the public is allowed at Woods Island State Park, there are no fer-

ries or places to dock. Visitors must beach their boats or anchor off-shore. 
The 125-acre island is home to wide variety of plant life, many of which 
are rare or endangered in Vermont.

St. Albans Town Forest
Forest Road

This 162-acre forest is criss-crossed with trails for hiking and mountain 
biking. Parking is available at the trail head. Be sure to keep an eye out for 
the beaver pond.

Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail
Vermont Route 7

The 26-mile trail extends from St. Albans to Richford, much of it running 
alongside the Missisquoi River. There is no charge to use the trail, which 
is open for biking, walking and snowmobiling. Learn more at www.mvrail-
trail.com.
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Keep an eye out for bald eagles

The Islands and the Northern Lake Champlain region are a bird 
lover’s paradise, featuring everything from waterfowl to warblers.

But nothing has been exciting as the return of bald eagles which 
are on track to be removed from the state’s endangered species list.

Nationally, bald eagles were one of the first species to be listed 
as endangered after the eagles were nearly wiped out by the pesti-
cide DDT, hunting and habitat loss. By the 1970’s only a few hundred 
nesting pairs remained in the country.

The situation was even more dire in Vermont, which had not seen 
a bald eagle since the 1940s.

Bald eagles would not return to Vermont for more than 50 years.
In the early 2000s, the state received funding to reintroduce the 

birds to Vermont.  More than a dozen were released the Dead Creek 
Wildlife Management Area in Addison County.

At the same time, mated pairs began arriving on their own from 
neighboring states where they had already been reintroduced.

The birds like waterways and settled in the Champlain Valley and 
Connecticut River Valley initially and are now slowly making their 
way inward,  according to  Margaret Fowle, a conservation biologist 
with Audubon Vermont.

In the Islands both locals and visitors are excited by sightings of 
the majestic birds. Photos of the islands’ resident eagles regularly 
draw hundreds of likes on The Islander’s Facebook page and dozens 
of comments.

“These are amazing, huge raptors that are incredible when you 
see them in person,” Fowle said.

But the birds aren’t entirely out of the woods. New threats loom on 
the horizon, including enviornmental pollutants like lead and poly-
chlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs.  And habitat loss remained a peren-
nial concern for most birds.

But there us a bigger threat.  “Climate change is the big unknown,” 
Fowle said. “We don’t know for sure how climate change could af-
fect eagles.”

According to the Audubon Society’s Climate Report, as average 
annual temperatures continue to climb every year, birds’ ranges 
more generally will be pressed north. Many birds will be forced to 
adapt to new environments, which the report suggests could be a 
challenge for some bald eagles.

Even in environments where eagles may acclimate, an already 
well-documented trend in more intense storms could damage ea-
gles’ nesting habitats. Meanwhile, sometimes toxic blooms of cy-
anobacteria could become increasingly common, threatening fish 
species making up the bulk of bald eagles’ diets.

Still, according to Fowle, bald eagles’ successful return to Vermont 
after a decades’ long absence from the Green Mountain State was a 
fact worth celebrating.

“It’s a big accomplishment and worth celebrating, for sure,” Fowle 
said. “It’s not easy to recover a species.”
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This guide features the events which were announced 
at the time of publication, but with places still reopening 

many events were still in the planning stages at press time. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 3
- “Shake” takes the stage at the Summer Concert Series at 
Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 6:30 
p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
- “Sticks and Stones” take the stage at the Summer Concert 
Series at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South 
Hero; 6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, JUNE 15
- Grand Isle Art Works “Art in a Time Like This” show opening 
running through July 30; 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 259 U.S. 2, Grand 
Isle.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
- “Dave Miller” performs at the Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
- “A House on Fire” performs at the Summer Concert Series at 
Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 6:30 
p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 18
- “Chris & Erika” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
- “Queen City Hot Club” take the stage at Steamship Pier 
Bar at the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 24
- Blood Drive at the Grand Isle Sheriff’s Department, 10 
Island Circle, Grand Isle; 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
- “Better Angels” take the stage at the Summer Concert Se-
ries at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 
6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 26
- N.H.V.F.D. Women’s Auxiliary Flea Market, 185 Station Rd., 
North Hero; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
- “George Murtie” takes the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at 
the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 27
- N.H.V.F.D. Women’s Auxiliary Flea Market, 185 Station Rd., 
North Hero; 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30
- “Fabulous Wrecks” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at 
the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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THURSDAY, JULY 1
- “Carol Ann Jones” and the Superchargers take the stage 
at the Summer Concert Series at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 
West Shore Rd., South Hero; 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 3
- “Cooper & Corn” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at 
the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 4
- Annual Clarence DeMar Road Race, sponsored by Green 
Mountain Athletic Association starts at Folsom School, 75 
South St., South Hero; race begins at 8:30 a.m. 
- “Blue Blazes” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.
- South Hero 4th of July Parade, South St.; 11 a.m.
- Alburgh 4th of July Parade, U.S. 2, Alburgh; 1 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7
- “Hubcats” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 8
- “B Town” takes the stage at the Summer Concert Series at 
Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 6:30 
p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 9
- 58th Annual Islands Antique Show & Sale presented by 
C.I.D.E.R, Folsom Education & Community Center, 75 South 
St., South Hero; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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SATURDAY, JULY 10
- 58th Annual Islands Antique Show & Sale presented by 
C.I.D.E.R, Folsom Education & Community Center, 75 South 
St., South Hero; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
- “Cooie Duet” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 11
- Vermont Symphony Orchestra with string quartet performs 
at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14
- “Bob Gagnon & Tony Petricola” take the stage at Steam-
ship Pier Bar at the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North 
Hero; Music from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 15
- “Ashley O’Brien” takes the stage at the Summer Concert 
Series at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South 
Hero; 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 16
- Island Arts present “As You Like It” at the Island Arts Center, 
U.S. 2, North Hero; 6:30 p.m. Tickets www.islandarts.org

SATURDAY, JULY 17
- Island Arts present “As You Like It” at the Island Arts Center, 
U.S. 2, North Hero; 6:30 p.m. Tickets www.islandarts.org

SATURDAY, JULY 17
- “Fabulous Wrecks” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at 
the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 18
- Joe’s Big Band performs at the Ferry Watch Inn, 121 West 
Shore Rd., Grand Isle; picnicking 5:30, music 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m.
- Island Arts present “As You Like It” at the Island Arts Center, 
U.S. 2, North Hero; 2 p.m. Tickets www.islandarts.org

MONDAY, JULY 19
- Island Arts present “As You Like It” at the Island Arts Center, 
U.S. 2, North Hero; 6:30 p.m. Tickets www.islandarts.org

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
- “Jim Branca & Tom Buckley” to perform at Steamship Pier 
Bar at the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 22
- “Quadra” to perform at the Summer Concert Series at Snow 
Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 24
- “Blue Rock Boys” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
- “Dale & Darcy Trio” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 29
- “Incahoots” takes the stage at the Summer Concert Series 
at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 
6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 30
- “Dose” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at North Hero 
House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m.
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SATURDAY, JULY 31
- Island Arts presents Jorge Garcia Herranz at the North 
Hero Community Hall, 3537 U.S. 2, North Hero; 8 p.m. Tickets 
$20 in advance; $25 at the door. www.islandarts.org
- Annual Car Show on the Swanton Village Green; 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.
- “Nobby Reed” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 4
- “Carol Ann Jones & Will Patton” to perform at Steamship 
Pier Bar at the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; 
Music from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 5
- “Pen Hits” take the stage at the Summer Concert Series at 
Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 6:30 
p.m.

FRIDAY, AUG. 6
- Island Arts presents “Oliver, Jr. a Musical” at the Island Arts 
Center, U.S. 2, North Hero; 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUG. 7
- Island Arts presents “Oliver, Jr. a Musical” at the Island Arts 
Center, U.S. 2, North Hero; 6:30 p.m.
- “Christine Malcolm Duet” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar 
at the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, AUG. 8
- Island Arts presents “Oliver, Jr. a Musical” at the Island Arts 
Center, U.S. 2, North Hero; 2 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 11
- “Bob Gagnon & Tony Petricola” take the stage at Steam-
ship Pier Bar at the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North 
Hero; Music from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 12
- “Blues for Breakfast” takes the stage at the Summer Con-
cert Series at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South 
Hero; 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUG 14
- “Shane Murley Duet” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar 
at the North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 18
- “Hubcats” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 19
- “Nobby Reed” takes the stage at the Summer Concert Se-
ries at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 
6 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUG. 20
- Blood Drive at the Grand Isle Sheriff’s Department, 10 Is-
land Circle, Grand Isle; 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUG 21
- “Chris & Erica” take the stage at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.
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SUNDAY, AUG. 22
- Vermont Shakespeare Festival performs at Snow Farm 
Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 25
- “Cooie & Sergio” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 26
- “Contra Band” takes the stage at the Summer Concert Se-
ries at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West Shore Rd., South Hero; 
6 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUG. 28
- Island Arts presents “A Cappella Lollapalooza” at the Is-
land Arts Center, U.S. 2, North Hero; 6:30 p.m.
- “Jeff & Gina” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the North 
Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 2
- “Phil Abair Band” featuring Keegan Nolan take the stage 
at the Summer Concert Series at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 
West Shore Rd., South Hero; 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 3
- “The Duo” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the North 
Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 4
- Island Arts presents “Dixie Six Band” followed by a Drive-In 
movie at the Island Arts Center, U.S. 2, North Hero; 6:30 p.m. 
(Rain date Sept. 5)  

FRIDAY, SEPT. 10
- “Amerikana Blue” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 17
- “Lloyd Tyler Duet” performs at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
- Island Vines Road Race at Snow Farm Vineyard, 190 West 
Shore Rd., South Hero. Race begins at 8 a.m. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 25
- “Some Hollow” to perform at Steamship Pier Bar at the 
North Hero House, 3643 U.S. 2, North Hero; Music from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

Be sure to pick up an Islander every Wednesday to find 
where you can score some treasures at local yard sales!

Photo by ROB SWANSON
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Bait & More
Emmons Bait & Tackle........................................ 26
Hog Island Market...............................................34
Martin’s General Store.........................................20

Breweries & Vineyards
Kraemer & Kin........................................................18
Snow Farm Vineyard...............................................4
Two Heroes...............................................................3

Food
19th Hole Bar & Grill..........................................14
Blue Paddle..............................................................36
C&M Concessions.....................................................24
Catering By Dale....................................................12
Harborside Harvest Market......................9 & 10
Hero’s Welcome.......................................................32
McKee’s Island Pub & Pizza..............................30
North Hero House..................................................23
Pan’s Pizza.................................................................16
Red House Sweets...................................................19
Shore Acres Inn & Restaurant............................6
The Main Squeeze...................................................19
Seb’s Snackbar........................................................32
Wally’s Place..............................................................24
Wally’s at Night......................................................24

Farms & Markets
Allenholm Farm..........................................................14
Arbor Farm Market.................................................17
Dreamwalker Farm.................................................34
Goulet Farm Stand.................................................23
Hackett’s Orchard..................................................27
Happy Bird Poultry Farm.....................................35
Savage Garden........................................................32

Groceries
Dick Mazza’s General Store...................................8
Emmons Supermarket............................................26
Harborside Harvest Market........................9 & 10
Hog Island Market................................................34
Keeler Bay Variety...................................................15
Martin’s General Store..........................................20

Lodging
Back Inn Time Bed & Breakfast.......................19
Crescent Bay Bed & Breakfast............................4
North Hero House Inn & Restaurant...............23
Shore Acres Inn & Restaurant..............................6

Marina
Ladd’s Landing...........................................31

Medical
NCSS.......................................................................38
NMC Urgent Care............................................. 37

Real Estate
Andrea Champagne Real Estate....................7
Apple Island Real Estate...............................13
Poquette Realty.................................................29

Services
Bauer, Gravel & Farmham.............................25
Bob’s Boat Repair.............................................27
C.I.D.E.R..............................................................34
Complete Excavation & Septic Service......22
Northland Boats...............................................27
Village Frame Shoppe......................................19

Shopping
Eaton’s Fine Jewelry.......................................19
Fashion Scents...................................................19
Grand Isle Art Works....................................34
Green Frog Gift Shop....................................20
Hero’s Welcome.................................................32
Island Craft Shop..........................................33
Nadia’s Health & Wellness...........................35
New England Via Vermont...........................18
Rene J. Fournier Farm Equipment..............8
Robinson’s Hardware.....................................32
Silver by Tish.......................................................3 
Spring & Blooms Design..................................12
The Eloquent Page...........................................19
The Islander.....................................................40
Viva Marketplace.............................................32
Youthful Energy ...............................................19

Culture & History
Artist in Residents............................................19
Grand Isle Historical Society .......................25
Island Arts..........................................................32
City of St. Albans..............................................28
St. Albans Museum............................................19

Advertising Directory
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